In vitro cyclo-oxygenase expression and activity protocols: Introduction to Part I.
While the prostaglandin field may be said to have originated in the 1930s, it still remains vibrant today. Probably the main driver for this has been the growing realisation of the pathophysiological importance of the eicosanoid family, especially of their role in inflammatory and cardiovascular disease, as well as an understanding of the pharmacology of the drugs used to treat these conditions. With this has come an interest in the techniques and methodology required to study the enzymatic synthesis and metabolism of these fascinating lipids, such that this can be applied to solve the outstanding problems in the field. This introductory chapter provides a brief overview of the development of the cyclo-oxygenase field together with some introductory comments on the content of the book.